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When students have finished reading this chapter, they will be able to:

Define the word computer, and name the four basic operations that a computer performs.
Describe the two main components of a computer system: hardware and software.

Provide examples of hardware devices that handle input, processing, output, and storage tasks.

Give an example of the information-processing cycle in action.

Discuss the two major categories and the various types of computers.

Explain the advantages and disadvantages of computer usage.
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chapter overview

This chapter, as well as the entire textbook, emphasizes understanding computer and Internet technology’s underlying concepts—not just computer skills. The more students work with computer technology, the deeper and richer their understanding should grow. Instead of being intimidated by new technologies, students will become confident in their abilities. This knowledge and confidence should enable students to navigate the digital world successfully in addition to embracing new technologies with their risks and their benefits.

