
 1

BASIC UNIX COMMANDS 
Table 1-1. Description of  Some Basic UNIX command 

COMMAND DESCRIPTION 

alias change command names or options 

cal display a calendar 

cat list or concatenate files 

cd change working directory 

chmod change modes (permissions) of a file 

chsh change between shells 

cmp compare two files 

cp copy files 

date print date and time 

exit leave shell (normally leave UNIX) 

file attempt to interpret contents of a file 

grep search a file for a limited regular expression 

groups list groups user belongs to 

logout leave UNIX 

lpq show which files are queued for printer 

lpr print a file 

lprm remove file from printer queue 

ls list filenames 

man display manual pages 

mkdir make a new directory 

more Display contents of a file  

mv move contents elsewhere (change name of file) 

pr format text, suitable for printing 

printenv print environment variables 

pwd print working directory 

rm remove (distroy) a file 

rmdir remove (destroy) a directory 

sort sort or merge files 

wc count words, lines, and characters in a file 

who give information about current logged on users 

write send messages to another user’s terminal 

 


